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FSSI Employee Shout Out!

FSSI Employee News 2018

At FSSI we are always in pursuit of doing better and being better!
And we have a lot to celebrate as our team continues to pursue
better! So we want to celebrate all the successes happening!

We are proud to have a wonderful group of caring individuals
who work at the Agency. Help us welcome our new teammates!
Holly Burton
Victim’s Advocate

Sending a Shout Out to:
Brook Wittman, for completion of her CSAYC certification
Ryan Davis, for completion of EMDR certification
Angela Walls, for completing her LMHC licensure

Ashley Earle

Gina Cale
Addictions Therapist,
MS, NCACII, LCAC, MAC

Shayona Funches

Therapist, MA

School Based
Therapist, MSW

Mariah Garza

Karla Helpling

Children’s Advocate

Victim’s Advocate
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October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
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Congratulations on all your hard work!

Calendar of Events
October-Domestic Violence Awareness Month
10-11: Candlelight Vigil at 7 pm
10-18: #PurpleThursday– wear purple
December 31 - Last Day to give to the Year End Campaign
February 23, 2019 - 29th Annual Crystal Ball 6 pm

Jessica Hewitt
Victim’s Advocate

Avriel Mullett
Flannery Keal Shelter/
Case Manager

Lauren Perkins

Alicia Querry

Family Support
Specialist

School Based
Therapist, MA

Welcome and Thank you for your service to FSSI!

Like what you are reading?

Help us change lives for Good! Donate today!
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The month of October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Designated by Congress in 1989, it
was sanctioned by the National Coalition Against
Domestic Violence with the intent to connect advocates across the nation who are working to end
domestic violence by remembering those who
have died, celebrating survivors and creating
awareness to end the cycle of violence.
“Domestic Violence is a crime that occurs way too
often in our community and in our society, but
unlike some other crimes, there continues to be a
huge stigma of shame, embarrassment and guilt
that surrounds it.” said Linda Wilk, Director of
Hands of Hope. “The best way to rid the stigma
attached to domestic violence, is to talk about it.
The more those suffering from domestic violence
see that people care, support and believe them,
the more likely a victim will share their situation
and seek the assistance they need.”

This October, the community will have the opportunity to show support for those men, women and
children of domestic violence who work, play and
live in Grant County. By participating in these
events, we bring light to the impact that domestic
violence has in our community and, as a whole,
stand against domestic violence. Please join us on:
October 11, 2018: Hands of Hope Annual Candlelight Vigil at St. James Lutheran Church, 1206 N.
Miller Ave., Marion where a survivor of domestic violence will share her story and hear the
music of the College Wesleyan Church Worship
Team.
October 18, 2018: as part of the National campaign, #PurpleThursday, community members
are encouraged to wear purple. Take a photo
post on social media, tag @INHandsofHope and
use the hashtag, #PurpleThursday .
To learn more visit www.famservices.com.
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Wittman receives State Award for Leadership & Development

14th Annual Circle of Friends Features
Mary Cucarola
The 14th Annual Circle of Friends luncheon
was held on August 23rd at Indiana
Wesleyan University to a full house of 224
guests featuring guest speaker, Mary
Cucarola.
This year, we welcomed keynote speaker,
Mary Cucarola with her presentation called
“Like a Landslide: A Mother’s Climb Out of
the Heartbreak of her Son’s Addiction.”
In this very personal presentation, Mary
took us on a journey through her son’s
addiction and to his eventual death from a
drug overdose. Addiction has traditionally
been a disease of shame and silence,
stating that only 1 out of 10 addicts seek
help. The other nine can face many
obstacles from insurance, long waitlists
and/or stigma that prevent treatment .

If you or someone you love is struggling with
addiction and in need of resources, help or don’t
know where to turn– use the MGH Cares hotline
1-800-662-HELP.

Mary spoke on understanding addiction as
a treatable disease and not a moral issue.
“Scientific research tells us that addiction is
a brain disease, “ said Cucarola. “Addiction
is a widespread disease. Twenty-five million
Americans are addicted. Almost every
family is impacted, but nobody talks about
it.”

Circle of Friends is the second largest
fundraiser of the year for Family Service
Society, Inc. Through the support of
sponsors, donations and generous gifts, the
event brought in $41,000. These dollars will
go directly to providing client services for
those suffering in silence with their
addiction, as well as helping provide
support services where needed for the
entire family.
Mary’s story of hope and compassion
touched us all and her grace under travel
stress was admirable! We were so grateful
to have Mary and that she shared her story
and vulnerability in hopes that not another
child would die from an overdose and no
parent should suffer in silence. From this,
we hope you will feel encouraged to
remember that help is always there and
you should never feel shame to ask for it.
We are never alone in our struggles.

Family Service Society, Inc. therapist, Brooke
Wittman, LMHC, CSAYC was honored by the
Indiana Association of Juvenile Sex Offender
Practitioners (IN-AJSOP) with the presentation of the Bobby Jones Award for leadership
and development at their annual conference
on August 2, 2018.

Pictured from left to right: Dr. Jim Dalton,
Brooke Wittman and Dr. Michael Johnson
The Award is named after Bobby Jones, who
provided significant leadership in the development of IN-AJSOP training and credentialing programs – with specific direction and
emphasis in the areas of cultural and linguistic competence and respectful customer 1st
service to youth and families. The IN-ASJOP
Board of Directors presents the Bobby Jones

award each year at the annual conference.
This is the most prestigious award given by IN
-AJSOP and only been eight (8) awards have
ever been presented.
In her nomination, Wittman was praised for
her work with sexually maladaptive youth
and their families in community-based treatment. She exhibits the highest level of professionalism, including compassion for youth
and families, by providing services that are
culturally sensitive, showing dedication to her
clients and her approach to handling difficult
issues creates comfort and trust. Her compliance to IN-AJSOP best practice standards is
excellent and she is always looking for innovative ways to serve her families to help them
change their lives for good.
”I am grateful for the recognition of a career I
love doing. It is a reflection of the team I work
with and the agency that continues to support us and our community. I feel as if I am
part of an extended family. I feel honored to
continue developing my career and the communities I serve.” Said Wittman.

We are already dreaming up next year’s
Circle of Friends event and hope you will
plan to attend in 2019.
To learn more about Mary’s organization,
Cody’s Fresh Start or to read her blog visit
www.codysfreshstart.org.

Healthy Families Celebrates with Summer Party
In June, the Healthy Families team
celebrated with their families with a
fun Summer event at the Garden
house in Matter Park that featured
food, fun and prizes!
Thanks to everyone who participated in this fun event!

Boswinkle named
Clinical Administrator
Brett Boswinkle
accepted the role
as
Clinical
Administrator at
FSSI. This is a new
role for the management of the
clinical department at FSSI and a
position that is needed to meet
the growing department and
required
managerial
responsibilities.
“We are so excited that one of our
own emerged as the top
candidate for the position of
Clinical Administrator.” said Lisa
Dominisse, President/CEO. “Brett
has proven that he has the passion
as well as the strong work ethic
and track record of success to help
us take Family Service Society
forward in meeting the needs of
people wherever they are in their
mental wellness journey.”
Boswinkle, LMHC and CSAYC
joined the FSSI team in 2011 as a
home based case manager and
quickly positioned himself to take
on more responsibilities and to
grow into a supervisory role. His
experience and knowledge of the
needs of our clients, coupled with
his desire to learn more about the
business as a whole, made him the
best candidate for the job.
Congratulations!
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