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October is Domestic Violence Awareness
month and this year, we are asking you to
help light the candle of hope by participating
in an awareness campaign in lieu of our annual Candlelight Vigil.
HOPE STARTS WITH ME is the local theme for
this year’s awareness campaign. Across the
community we are working to virtually light
candles to show survivors and victim’s there is
hope, by hanging banners, partnering with
local businesses to hang paper candles and
displaying the 24 hour helpline in nontraditional ways to promote this resource.
“There is so much shame, blame and embarrassment that often accompanies domestic
violence. It can be incredibly difficult to tell
someone, especially their family, friends, coworkers, employer, pastor or anyone to say
what is truly going on, so when they do, you
need to know what to do next,” said Wilk.
Domestic violence comes in many different
forms– emotional, verbal, sexual, financial,
digital and physical. And during this unprecedented time of Covid 19, survivors are in even
graver danger than normal times. The Indiana
Coalition Against Domestic Violence recently
released information that lethal incidents in

Indiana increased 86 percent during this period compared to the same period last year.
However, this information is not intended to
scare the community or most certainly survivors, instead the goal is to seek awareness
and financial resources to ensure that all
know Hands of Hope, a division of Family Service Society, Inc. is here to help.
It is also encouraged to wear a purple ribbon
each day in October, dress in purple on Oct.
22, 2020 and post it on social media using the
hashtag- #PurpleThursday, and carry our
Hands of Hope helpline cards.
For more information, a banner to display, to
support this campaign, or to receive materials
contact
Iris
Brunner,
ibrunner@famservices.com or (765) 662-9971 x
103.
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Roll With It Campaign exceeds Goal by 125%
Family Service Society, Inc.’s (FSSI) second largest fundraiser of the
year, named Circle of Friends was cancelled due to COVID-19. The
agency quickly pivoted the campaign to be whimsical, fun
campaign playing on the toilet paper shortage. Even in the face of
the pandemic FSSI exceeded the fundraising goal at 125%.
“The pandemic has changed so much in today’s world, especially
the way we gather and host events,” said Lisa Dominisse,
President/CEO.
th

The 16 Annual Circle of Friends fundraiser that was slated to
occur on August 18, 2020 hosted at the IWU Student center with
over 225 people in attendance, was cancelled in light of gathering
restrictions.
“We talked about taking the event virtual and hosting a webinar
but that just didn’t feel right. The gift of Circle of Friends has
always been the special relationships shared around the table—
friends who come together for a common cause and invest in the
success of children and families. The event is personal and more
intimate and we want to keep it that way for everyone who
attends,” concluded, Dominisse.
The team decided to embrace the change and pursue a general
fundraising campaign with the goal of raising $43,500. From this,
the campaign fun of “Roll with It” was created featuring a roll of
toilet paper in marketing and in a special favor delivered to each
donor that gave a gift. At the close of the campaign, on August 31,
2020, the final numbers were in and the “Roll With It” Campaign

raised $54,575.
“What a fun campaign! We had people doing funny videos and
having a great time with the TP theme, not to mention the TP
fairy!” shared Cindy Fortney, FSSI Board Vice Chair and
Development Committee Member. “Thank you to all the donors
who realize that the need still exists, even more so in this difficult
time. We are eternally grateful,” added Fortney.
Dollars raised from this campaign will go directly into programs and
services that:


Teach parents to be parents



Help children learn abuse is not their fault



Build protective factors into children



Provide support for teachers in the schools



Help youth recover school credits in a safe and nurturing
environment



Provide critical psychological testing for children who need it.

FSSI plans for the event to return in 2021. Circle of Friends will be
on August 17, 2021 at the IWU Student Center. FSSI will be
welcoming Lee Prosenjak (Pro-Sin-Jack) a member of Simon Sinek
Inc. world class group of igniters. To learn more about Lee: https://
simonsinek.com/igniter/lee-prosenjak/
Sponsorships are available and we are happy to begin reserving
your space for the 17th Annual Circle of Friends event by contacting
Iris Brunner, (765) 662-9971 x 103 or ibrunner@famservices.com.
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FSSI Assisting Teens through Adversities

How you can help
Family Services Society, Inc. (FSSI) is
committed to assisting teens through
adversities.
When the Grant County
Juvenile Probation Department came to
FSSI and asked to partner with a range of
needs as it related to teens, the response
was the Apogee and TRAC
Programs.
Apogee, which means
reaching your highest point
of potential, is an evening
reporting program which
helps high risk teens. Apogee meets M-F
from 4:30pm to 8:30pm. Apogee helps
teens involved in the juvenile justice
system with life skills, academic support,
and positive socialization. Life skills are
taught by using an evidence based
curriculum.
Apogee participants are
exposed to different cultures, community
events and other activities to help model
possible future goals for participants. The
program is designed to provide a positive
structure for teens as an alternative to
engagement with negative peers and
criminal activity. The Apogee approach is
the answer to fulfill many needs for higher
risk teens.
“Teaching and Education is not one-size-fitsall. Our goal is help students address the
barriers that are keeping them from achieving
the success they are capable of.”

TRAC (Truancy Recovery
& Academic Completion)
is a program for students
who have become truant
in
Grant
County
schools.
TRAC partners with juvenile
probation and the five school districts
within Grant County to assist students to
get back on a strong academic path. TRAC
offers credit recovery during the summer
months as well as in the evenings during
the school year. TRAC assesses every
student participant to understand their
barriers to attending schools.
Some
students have barriers which prohibit them
from attending school in a traditional
setting. TRAC is equipped to assist students
to find the appropriate method of
attending school which is essential for their
academic growth. In addition, TRAC offers
life skills training, positive socialization, and
support with each participant’s current
attending school district.

You are the Hope of our organization
and the best way you can support the
children and families served by Family
Service Society, Inc. is to include us in
your annual giving. Knowing and understanding the benefits you, as a donor,
would receive as a result of the CARES
Act, passed on March 27, 2020, provides the foundation for giving that
intervenes and prevents child abuse
and neglect as well as domestic violence.
Those benefits include:


For non-itemizers: you would receive a tax deduction for total
charitable contributions of up to
$300. This is a $300 deduction off
of your income tax. This incentive
applies to cash contributions made
in 2020 and can be claimed on
your 2020 tax forms next year.



For itemizers: The CARES Act also
lifts the existing cap on annual contributions for those who itemize,
raising it from 60 percent of adjusted gross income (AGI) limit and
raising it to 100 percent of AGI. For
example, if you have an adjusted
gross income of $100,000, your
deduction limit for that year is 60%
or $60,000. Under the CARES Act,
this limit grows to 100% or
$100,000.



Required Minimum Distributions
(RMDs) for 2020 will be waived.

Both TRAC and Apogee have unique
qualities which includes a parent support/
engagement component, transportation to
and from the program for participants, and
Case
Management
/
Counseling
services. Apogee and TRAC are year round
programs.

-Maria Wilson, Family Impact Director

Note: we are not tax advisors and if you
have more in depth questions, please
contact your tax professional.

Please consider making a
contribution now by visiting
www.famservices.com/donate
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Calendar of Events

Tiffany Butler

Misty Haggerty

October-Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Hands of Hope
Victim’s Advocate

Accounting
Assistant

10-22 - #PurpleThursday– wear purple
December
12-1 - Giving Tuesday set up a monthly reoccurring gift
for a BIG impact

Christine
Martini
Hands of Hope
Victim’s Advocate

Kendra Quill
Hands of Hope
Victim’s Advocate

12-31 - Last Day to give to the Year End Campaign

FSSI Employee News 2020

Jacyln Witte

Micaela Young

Case Manager

Apogee
Coordinator

Congrats & Celebrations


Congrats to Megan Boruff, LMHCA, on completing the credentialing for her CSAYC!

New Faces at Family Service Society, Inc.

Welcome to the FSSI
team!

We are proud to have a wonderful group of caring individuals
who work at the agency. Help us welcome our new teammates
and celebrate our successes!

Like what you are reading?
Help us change lives for Good!
Donate today!

