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April is Sexual Assault Awareness month, and
Hands of Hope, a division of Family Service
Society, Inc. along with members of the Grant
County Sexual Assault Response Team, have
created a campaign to get people thinking and
talking.
The “What Were You Wearing” campaign was
created to debunk the myth about how the
clothing a victim might be wearing can contribute to their assault. Each outfit represents an
actual person and an actual sexual assault.
Some of the scenarios include:
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“Navy blue tank and plaid shorts. Nothing special – no make-up and sandals. We were just
supposed to be hanging out. I didn’t think anything about it.”
“My work uniform. A red t-shirt, black leggings
and converse. They were wearing the same

thing just with cargo shorts, they were my supervisor”
This campaign, while not unique to our community, is being debuted locally at the following locations: Marion General Hospital cafeteria, MGH Auxiliary building, Sender Café, Marion City Hall, Marion Public Library, Gas City
Hall, Marion High School, Indiana Wesleyan
University, Manchester University, Modoc’s in
Wabash, Wabash High School, and Southwood
High School.
If you have a moment to visit one of the displays, please do so during the month of April.
Each display was chosen to educate, not traumatize anyone, but to move the conversation
away from the clothing the victim was wearing, to addressing the needs of the victim and
to preventing the assault to begin with.
For more information about sexual assault or
this campaign please call Hands of Hope at
(765) 664-0701 or find us on Facebook
@INHandsofHope.

Scan to hear a
survivor’s story &
to see other outfits.
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Cast Away Crystal Ball raises $77,877
Family Service Society, Inc. held its Annual Crystal Ball
fundraiser, but with a Virtual twist on Saturday, February 27,
2021 and raised $77,877.
Crystal Ball featured an auction, a party box filled with locally
sourced items, an exclusive pre-event crab race for sponsors, a
party bus and a one-hour LIVE Streamed presentation. The
overall theme of the night was Cast Away because we were all
feeling stranded and alone. But FSSI brought the Crystal Ball fun
to your home with the purpose of raising money.
“Our goal was to create a memorable night, that embraced the
current situation that the pandemic has created,” said Iris
Brunner, Marketing & Development Director. “We knew we
could not have a full in-person event like we have done in the
past and we knew it was going to be very important for us to
pay attention to every detail that we could,” said Brunner.
A major highlight of the evening was the party box that sponsors
could order for delivery on the day of the event. The items
inside included, a charcuterie board from Adorned Boards, a
mini Wilson volleyball, beverages to share and a unique swag
bag featuring some of our favorite products from locally owned
businesses.
Adding to the fun were a couple of ’Party Crashers’, our friends,
Alicia Hazelwood, Executive Director of the United Way of Grant

County and Kylie Jackson, President/CEO of the Marion Grant
County Chamber of Commerce. Dressed as ‘beach bums’, the
team stopped at a number of parties with fun in mind and a
pinata in tow to add fun to each ‘Cast Away’ party.
The fun and theme of the event were added bonuses to the
overall purpose Crystal Ball is organized for every year, and that
is to raise money to support the mission of FSSI.
“While we enjoyed the whimsy of this year’s event, there is still
the purpose of raising monies to help sustain and support
services we provide,” said Lisa Dominisse, President/CEO.
“Children and families in our community need our services to
help them realize their potential, understand their worth and
change their lives for good.”
Please Save the Date of Saturday, February 19, 2022, for the
33rd Annual Crystal Ball. If you are interested in committing to
sponsorship now, please contact Iris Brunner (765) 662-9971 ext
103. For more information about the services provided by Family
Service Society, Inc. and the mission we serve, please visit
www.famservices.com.
Scan & Check out the Cast Away Crystal
Ball sizzle reel and view some of the fun
and bloopers from this year’s Virtual
Event.
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FSSI Introduces Peer Recovery Support Services
-Transportation as needed to meetings, treatment and inpatient treatment

Family Services Society, Inc. (FSSI) substance abuse treatment is
committed to long term sobriety and is strengthening
programming with the addition of two (2) Peer Recovery
Support Specialists.

-Helping clients participate and increase engagement in
treatment

Peer Recovery Support Specialists are individuals who have been
successful in the recovery process and are now helping others
along their own journey with the goal of reducing the likelihood
of relapse. Peer Supports offer understanding, support, and
respect as well as promoting empowerment to help others
remain engaged in recovery. Peer Supports can enrich the lives
of their clients by sharing their own lived experiences, and their
involvement extends the reach of treatment beyond the clinical
setting into the everyday environment of those seeking a
successful, sustained recovery.
Peer Supports are a part of the Substance Abuse Treatment
Program (SAT) lead by Heather Stevenson and supervised by
Melissa Armstrong.
At Family Service Society, our Peer Supports will focus on the
following:

Recovery is a process and has many pathways that includes Peer
Support. Peer Supports help encourage those in recovery to
focus on four dimensions that support a life in recovery.
1. Health—Learning to overcome, manage or more successfully
live with the symptoms and making healthy choices that support
one’s physical and emotional wellbeing;
2. Home—A stable and safe place to live;
3. Purpose—Meaningful daily activities, such as a job, school,
volunteer work, or creative endeavors; and, increased ability to
lead a self-directed life; and meaningful engagement in society;
and
4. Community—Relationships and social networks that provide
support, friendship, love, and hope (SMHSA Core Competencies for
Peer Workers in Behavioral Health Services. December 7, 2015)

Peer supports also exhibit foundational principles such as:
recovery-orientation, they’re person-centered, voluntary,
relationship-focused and trauma informed. Many of these
foundational principles are skills developed over their own time
in their recovery process that enables peer supports to have the
lived experience to share with others.

-Advocating for people in recovery
-Sharing and developing resources
-Building community relationships
-Attending recovery meetings with clients
-Mentoring and helping clients set goals
-Providing services wherever needed: home, office, community
-Modeling appropriate recovery lifestyle

To learn more about programming and services offered at FSSI,
visit www.famservices.com.

-Skill building

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month. Child abuse is 100% preventable and
we each play a part in keeping the children of our community safe. The most effective
way to prevent child abuse is within communities that support parents and take responsibility for preventing abuse. Other protective factors include:









Nurturing parenting skills
Stable family relationships
Household rules & child monitoring
Parental employment
Adequate housing
Access to health care & social services
Caring adults outside the family who serve as mentors

If you witness child abuse & neglect, please report it the Child Abuse
Hotline 1-800-800-5556
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Calendar of Events

New Faces at Family Service Society, Inc.

April –Sexual Assault Awareness Month & ‘What Were
you Wearing” Campaign

We are proud to have a wonderful group of caring individuals
who work at the agency. Help us welcome our new teammates
and celebrate our successes.

Child Abuse Prevention Month

Welcome to the FSSI team!

May—Mental Health Awareness Month
August—Circle of Friends 8/17/21

Charity Gerlach

Nikki Kraemer

Peer Recovery
Support Specialist

Receptionist

FSSI Employee News 2021
Congrats & Celebrations




Congrats to Brett Boswinkle. He has been named to the
Board of Directors for the Indiana Association of Juvenile
Sex Offender Practitioners (INAJSOP)
Congrats to Heather Stevenson, Melissa Armstrong, and
Megan Boruff for completing the initial round of training in
Child Parent Psychotherapy.
Congrats to Mike Russ for completing Static-99R & Stable
2007 training.

Greg Threet

Erin Timmons

Case Manager

Peer Recovery
Support Specialist

Like what you are reading?
Help us change lives for Good!
Donate today!

Susanna Weick
Hands of Hope
Victim’s Advocate

