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Hands of Hope announces Shine event to
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On September 30th, Hands of Hope, a division
of Family Service Society, Inc., invites you to
Shine – an event to kickoﬀ October Domes c
Violence Awareness Month. The goal is to
have it serve as a night of empowerment, to
SHINE THE LIGHT OF HOPE and bring domes c
violence out of the dark. The show of support
will reﬂect that violence is not acceptable and
our community will shine a light in the dark‐
ness to break the cycle of violence.
The event will be downtown on the court‐
house square at 7 pm, September 30, 2021.
Local and county law enforcement, ﬁre, and
ﬁrst responders will be present to show sup‐
port and to light up the square. Par cipants
will be given a candle to light.
“Our goal is to empower survivors with com‐
munity support; equip the general public with
helpful informa on; and spread awareness so
the cycle of domes c abuse stops,” shared
Allison Eckardt, IWU Director of University Ad‐
vancement, Communica ons, Events and Pro‐
jects and Shine Planning Commi ee member.

Other ways to be involved include:


Create a window display in your business
for the month of October suppor ng Shine
and domes c violence awareness.



Every Thursday in October is being
claimed as #PurpleThursday and you are
encouraged to wear your new Shine t‐shirt
or the color purple. Business par cipa on
is great and encouraged; please post on
your social media by tagging Hands of
Hope and using #PurpleThursday.



Every resident of Grant County is encour‐
aged to turn on their porch lights each
night during the month of October.



Hands of Hope is always accep ng tax‐
deduc ble dona ons to support services
provided to vic ms of Domes c Violence
and to help more survivors and their fami‐
lies every day.

For more informa on, visit
h p://www.famservices.com/shine or call the
24‐hour helpline at 765.664.0701.
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Virtual Circle of Friends raises $52,110
Family Service Society, Inc.’s (FSSI) second largest fundraiser of the
year, named Circle of Friends, was held virtually this year.
Due to the rising COVID‐19 posi vity rate the FSSI team made the
decision to move the event into a virtual environment and
encourage a endees to meet in smaller groups to support the
event.
“While it was not the event that we wanted to host, the health and
safety of our guests was our number one priority, stated Lisa
Dominisse, President/CEO of FSSI. “I am grateful for the grace of
our donors and a endees that embraced this change whole
heartedly and stayed with us through the adjustment.”
Through the help of the planning commi ee, Pioneer Catering at
IWU, and slated speaker, Lee Prosenjak, Circle of Friends pivoted
quickly to go virtual. Boxed lunches, table host packets and
centerpieces were delivered the morning of the event to a loca on
of the guests’ choice.
“This event simply does not happen without the help of our
amazing commi ee,” shared Iris Brunner, Marke ng and
Development Director. “Everyone just jumped in and made this
event memorable and impac ul.”

Along with lunch, speaker Lee Prosenjak, from Simon Sinek’s Ignite
group, took our a endees through the process of discovering and
iden fying their personal Why.
And Ed Pereira, LCSW, made sure we all knew why FSSI is
important to our community and challenged each guest to step up
for children and families.
Dollars raised from this campaign will go directly into programs and
services that:


Teach parents to be be er parents



Help children learn abuse is not their fault



Build protec ve factors into children



Provide support for teachers in the schools



Help youth recover school credits in a safe and nurturing
environment



Provide cri cal psychological tes ng for children who need it.

FSSI will host the event at the IWU Student Center in August of
2022. Sponsorships are available and we are happy to begin
reserving your space for the 19th Annual Circle of Friends event by
contac ng Iris Brunner, (765) 662‐9971 x 103 or
ibrunner@famservices.com.
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Hands of Hope transi ons from a residen al facility to mobile advocacy to
serve more vic ms and survivors of domes c violence
Hands of Hope, a division of Family Service Society, Inc.,
September 1, 2021 its transi on from a domes c violence shelter
to a new, innova ve mobile advocacy model to be er serve
vic ms and survivors of domes c violence, sexual violence, and
stalking. Through this new innova ve approach, Hands of Hope
will reach more vic ms and survivors through increased access
points, loca ons, and services. The signiﬁcant diﬀerence is
mee ng vic ms where they are – in a safe loca on of their choice.

independence needs. Hands of Hope con nues to partner with law
enforcement, other community organiza ons, and regional
shelters to ensure that survivors safety needs are met. When
emergency shelter is needed, Hands of Hope advocates provide
accommoda on solu ons that best suit each client’s
situa on. Addi onally, they have increased capacity to support
survivors’ longer term stability goals, including sustainable
housing.

“While we have helped hundreds of men, women, and children in
the shelter over the years, we acknowledge that communal living
is hard, shelter is expensive and capacity is limited,” said Linda
Wilk, Hands of Hope Director. “We’ve heard from many vic ms
that they don’t want to enter a shelter. We believe mobile
advocacy will allow us to reach individuals and families who may
be in danger and those who may have never reached out to us for
services before because of the barriers o en associated with
entering a shelter.”

Throughout the course of establishing mobile advocacy, Hands of
Hope assessed the needs of the community, interviewed survivors,
communicated with key partners and determined how to best
meet the needs of those seeking services. Hands of Hope is fully
prepared, staﬀed and commi ed to serving as many vic ms as
possible in the most eﬀec ve and eﬃcient ways possible. Working
in partnership with vic ms and survivors, mobile advocacy is
focused on safety and suppor ng survivors.

Mobile advocacy is a client‐focused model that allows greater
customiza on of services to a more diverse popula on. One of the
most signiﬁcant advantages is advocates can provide ﬂexible
mee ng loca ons rather than clients coming to the shelter for
services. This new model has been proven successful across the
na on. In Indiana, the Center for Women and Families in Southern
Indiana made the shi successfully in 2018. Addi onally, the
Adams‐Wells Crisis Center successfully transi oned to a mobile
advocacy service model in 2019.
Na onally, domes c violence shelters are only reaching about 5%
of individuals who are experiencing abuse. With the mobile
advocacy model, programs can signiﬁcantly increase the reach of
their services by removing challenges vic ms must o en overcome
to access services.
The transi on to mobile advocacy in other communi es has
provided advocates the unique ability to serve vic ms more
eﬀec vely by going to them – in a safe and secure loca on.
Emerging evidence in the domes c violence ﬁeld shows the
eﬀec veness of the mobile model for reaching more survivors.
When programs across the state of Iowa transi oned to the
mobile service model in 2014, they doubled the number of
domes c violence survivors served, and quadrupled the number of
sexual violence vic ms served.
As of Sept. 1, Hands of Hope fully transi oned out of its tradi onal
residen al facility. The organiza on con nues to provide survivors
with a range of op ons that align with their safety and

“We have always been at the forefront of leading the adop on of
innova on in domes c violence programs and services,” said Wilk.
“We believe this innova ve change is the right one for survivors of
domes c violence or sexual violence in our community and all who
are commi ed to their safety. We are excited to begin this journey
and to serve our community in a whole new way!”
As part of the transi on in services, Hands of Hope also went
through a rebranding process and updated its logo to be er
reﬂect its service and mission. The bu erﬂy is a metaphor for
transforma on, growth and change. The circle represents mo on,
warmth, comfort, hope, and a new start. The simplicity of the font
represents stability and a strong founda on. The new logo is also a
reﬂec on of the belief that Hands of Hope is inclusive and open to
all.
For more informa on, visit h p://www.famservices.com/
mobile‐advocacy/ or call the 24‐hour helpline at 765.664.0701.

