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April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month. Child abuse is 100% preventable and
we each play a part in keeping the children of our community safe. The most effective
way to prevent child abuse is within communities that support parents and take responsibility for preventing abuse. Other protective factors include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nurturing parenting skills
Stable family relationships
Household rules & child monitoring
Parental employment
Adequate housing
Access to health care & social services
Caring adults outside the family who serve as mentors

If you witness child abuse & neglect, please report it to the Child
Abuse Hotline 1-800-800-5556
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New Faces at Family Service Society, Inc.

In this Issue

April –Sexual Assault Awareness Month & ‘What Were
you Wearing” Campaign

We are proud to have a wonderful group of caring individuals
who work at the agency. Help us welcome our new teammates
and celebrate our successes.
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Awareness Month …….….1

Welcome to the FSSI team!

Crystal Ball …………………..2

Child Abuse Prevention Month
May—Mental Health Awareness Month
August—Circle of Friends 8/17/22

FSSI Employee News 2021

Hannah Jo
Smith

Carolina
Forman, LMHCA

Case Manager

Therapist

Congrats & Celebrations
•

•
•

Congrats Megan Boruff passed the National Clinical Mental
Health Counselor Examination (NCMHCE), which is the final
step towards becoming a Licensed Mental Health Counselor
(LMHC)
Congrats Sam Bowser completed the training portion of INAJSOP Level 1 training in pursuit of becoming a Credentialed
Sexually Abusive Youth Clinician (CSAYC).
Congrats Jaclyn Witte and Hannah Jo Smith both completed
IN-AJSOP Level 2 training and are now officially
Credentialed Sexually Abusive Youth Professionals (CSAYP).

Anne Soultz

Help us change lives for Good!
Donate today!

The next time you are tempted to ask what
someone was wearing when they were raped,
instead ask whether or not consent was given.

•

Marion Health Obstetrician/Gynecology,
1419 Bella Dr., Marion

•

The Bridge Café, 138 N. Main St., Upland

To assist in the visualization of this message,
Hands of Hope, a division of Family Service
Society, Inc. has partnered with Grant County
community businesses, schools and organizations for this critical campaign.

•

Marion City Hall, 301 S. Branson St.

•

Marion High School, 750 W 26th St.
Marion

•

Mississinewa High School, 205 E. N. “H”
St., Gas City

•

Gas City Hall, 211 E. Main St., Gas City

Nationally, April is Sexual Assault Awareness
Month. Locally, Hands of Hope wants people
to realize the importance of consent in relationships.

Family Resource
Advocate
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It is also important to remember that sexual
assault is about power, control, and a failure to
seek and wait for consent. Rape has nothing to
do with what someone was wearing when they
were assaulted.

Take time to see the various displays during
the month of April. Visit our website page
www.famservices.com, Facebook or call our
24 hour number at 765-664-0701 for more
information on sexual assault awareness activities.

During the month of April, visit the following
locations to hear and see more about starting
conversations about healthy and respectful
relationships.
•

Sender Café, 100 S. Washington St.,
Marion

•

Marion Public Library, 600 S. Washington
St., Marion

•

Marion Health, 441 N. Wabash and 330 N.
Wabash, Marion

Scan to learn
more.
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Grant Blackford Mental Health, Inc. & Family Service Society Inc.
Announce Strategic Partnership, Name New Leadership

Crystal Ball sets Fundraising record with over $130,000 raised
Family Service Society, Inc. (FSSI) held its 32nd Annual Crystal
Ball on Saturday, February 19, 2022, with a sold-out crowd at
the newly renovated Meshingomesia Country Club. The Crystal
Ball is a fundraiser benefitting services and programming
provided by Family Service Society, Inc. to help change lives for
good.
Crystal Ball featured an auction, dinner and dancing with musical
guest, “The Company Band”. The overall theme of the night is
raising money but with a focus on creating fun.
"Family Service Society has been hosting the Crystal Ball for 32
years now and to watch its growth in impact over time has been
phenomenal. Our donors, employees and volunteers intimately
understand the need for emotional healing in all its forms,
across all socio-economic backgrounds. This understanding
translates into generous giving to provide support for those who
are unable to access care through other means or have nowhere
else to turn," said Lisa Dominisse, President/CEO of FSSI and
Grant Blackford Mental Health. "I'm overjoyed by the
compassionate support we've received for Family Service Society
and am excited to watch many new lives be changed for good as
we put these donations to work."
A major highlight of the evening was a flash mob. Choregraphed
by Kory Browder and performed by members of the committee,
volunteers and board of directors. The dance was performed, to
the surprise of all the guests, when it was presented that the
fundraising goal had been met and exceeded.

Added to this, the event was featured on Facebook Live. Guests
that were unable to be there could tune in to FSSI’s Facebook
and be greeted by hosts, Bobby and Kory Browder, who shared
the fun of the evening and the mission of FSSI. Along with an
Instagram takeover, provided by Abby Wilkinson.
These videos and images are still available to be viewed by
visiting Family Service Society, Inc. Facebook and Instagram
pages.

At the event, guests were introduced to Allison Eckardt. Eckardt
shared part of her story and experiences along with the care she
received by the Hands of Hope team.
“My prayer is that you have fun tonight, and celebrate in Family
Service Society, Inc.’s planned festivities amongst your
community members. Hands of Hope gave me the platform
tonight to speak my voice, to share my story and the tools to
move forward in my healing,” Eckardt said in her speech. “I feel
empowered. I don’t feel alone. Tonight, you are supporting
more than an organization. You are giving trained professionals
the ability to help real people in this community.”
Crystal Ball will return in 2023. If you are interested in
committing to sponsorship now, please contact Iris Brunner
(765) 662-9971 ext 103. For more information about the
services provided by Family Service Society, Inc. and the mission
we serve, please visit www.famservices.com.

On January 21, 2022, Grant Blackford Mental Health, Inc. (GBMH)
and Family Service Society, Inc. (FSSI) announced the
organizations are joining in a strategic partnership. Additionally,
the GBMH board of directors is pleased to name Lisa Dominisse
Chief Executive Officer of the organization effective January 24.
Lisa replaces Dr. Marianne DiMatteo who is pursuing a new
opportunity outside of Indiana.
“This is an exciting announcement not only for Grant Blackford
and Family Service Society, but also for the communities both
organizations serve,” said Ruth Ann Masiongale, GBMH board
president. “We are excited about the additional impact this
partnership and Lisa’s leadership can have to provide the best
possible services to the most vulnerable people in our counties.”
“This is a wonderful opportunity for both organizations to do what
we do best, and I am thrilled to be part of the team that will be
leading this effort,” Dominisse said.

GBMH and FSSI have been closely working with an independent
consultant over the past 12 months to assess each organization’s
operations and to identify potential partnership opportunities.
The process confirmed that a strategic partnership would strongly
benefit employees and clients of both organizations as well as the
communities they serve.

overhead while maximizing their ability to serve the community.
“For more than 100 years Family Service Society, Inc. has been
instrumental in supporting the mental and emotional health of
families in north and central Indiana. During her tenure Lisa has
been a transformational leader at FSSI. With our full support, she
is now embarking on a new journey to not only take the helm of
GBMH, but also spearhead this promising new partnership
between our organizations that preserves the unique qualities
and mission of each organization,” said Cindy Fortney, past
chairperson of FSSI.
The FSSI board of directors, by unanimous vote, selected Susan
Miller to be Senior Director of FSSI Operations. Miller was
previously FSSI’s Chief Programs Officer and has been with the
organization for more than 12 years. In this new role, Miller will
report directly to both the FSSI board and Lisa.
For more information about the partnership, please visit:
www.famservices.com/FAQ or www.cornerstone.org/
strategicpartnership

With this partnership, FSSI will become a GBMH subsidiary. This
will allow both organizations to join forces while maintaining
distinct identities. The partnership will reduce the organizations’

Marion Mayor, Jess Alumbaugh
proclaims:

March– Social Worker
Appreciation Month
Pictured: Marion Mayor, Jess Alumbaugh, Lisa Dominisse, President/CEO of Grant
Blackford Mental Health with Social Workers from Grant Blackford Mental Health and
Family Service Society, Inc.
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